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Willie saw a pressing need

To save on cost of chiskonfeed.

I thirk his scheme the question beg::
.He's feosding them on scrambled eggst

Quite logical is Little Willie:

The geasm hes been damp and chilly;
" Vast problems prompt response require
(Willie set the house on fire).

~ Bays Wiiiis, Ve canary bird
Sheuld LLkB a Ghlld be seen, not
heard.
--0urs is more display then singer
gince Wiltlie ran it thru the wringe+.
vk £ris
Some TV amspects Willie vexs
Stupidity, gors, crime and sex.-
et program most provokes these views?
(Need you have asked?)
i ~--ths evening news.,

Little Willie is a oritic
0f theory psychoanalytic;

In Osdipus he cleims he sees
Mere sophistry of Sophooles.

"Willle eesily schieves

Immunity from petGy thisves:

His sutometic leser beam
Converts them instantly to sterm.

Willie notes a vitial schisme-
Democ¢racy vs. Populism,
And careful verbal judgement

Just as Little Willie feared,

The neighborhood has disappeared.

(In case you wonder where it .all went,
Hs's found the Universal Solvent).

DGaE8BeSs 2

'

:He calls the holi polloi Them Maz 368

Little Willie‘s now depr.’wed ’

Of all the wit on which he thriwved; .
His brein is werped; 2is mind is dim;
-~ His PC 18 prograxming l_x_i_._nix

Little Willie built a toy

Waich he displayswwith pride anc joy,
The first one of its kind I'we noon:
A working-model guillotine...

When Will and Baby ceme inside .
Everyone wes horrified
(Wnich would not have surprised you P
maybe ,
If you'd seen wi.al

‘4 olevar younyg fellow named Timothy,
Proficient et mime and at mimicry,
Performed such imitations
Of my speech end gyrations .
Thet by now I'm unsure whioch is

him or me.

- ha'd done %o Baby)

Enlarging Little Willie's ou1+ure,

.

I pointed ou'tzI to him a vulture;
Seid Willie, - You must think I'm stupid;
Thet's just a North Dakcta cupidi
%

Willie i8 not syrpatheiio
To folks witia inverests gthletio:
On the Tree of Wisdom, g;o his

© xplana1-i ons, i
Sports are only weird mubations .

o
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Little Willie oft deplores

Emphasis on I.Q. 800res ;

(They cen't be valid, he declares,
wElse, why those moror millioneires?

Little Willie gave a ahrv’r

When asked, was he a starehip bug 9!
“That's so fer off it mekes me sick--
For now, call me a Luna Tick."
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Several meilings beck the. question was raised of the rationale behind the sligi:®
1y different paper size used by Leigh Edmonds. I have at last found the detailed ex-
plenation I knew was lurking somewhere on my shelvas, and shall now proceed to infllu:
it upon you.

First off, source, which was originally written in Gormen, claims
44 and the like are called Din sizes because they were developed by Deutsche In-
dustrie Normen, which is apparently aamewhat ,equivalent to.our Bureau of Star w-a:ds.
-(Th-e author adds thet in popular speech “Din" is said to stand for ' Da: 154 Norm

Thia is 3tanﬂ.xrdized ) o " o 'y

~ : Din sizes renge fram AJ s the largest, to AlO, and are
datermined by three sciteria: (a\ 40 is 1 squere meter in area -

3 (b) The ratio of
length to width is 1.4% s s ) The short side of A0 equals the long side of Al
etcs

The x'esulf. of all this as Posk and Jim have probably already noticed, is that
2ll paper sizes in the series are in the seme - .-

: proportion of width to length, thet is,
a drawing made on one size of poner can be pho+o&raphioallv enlarged or reduced and
will exmctly fit enother size paver in “he series.
; And ﬂnally, using the Mgt 4n

A4 as an exemple, the 3ize number is the exponent to which ? must be raised so~equal
the number of sheets cf & given size contained in one square meter. ¢ 4 » 16 sheets
of A4 paper to the square meter. (g0 = 118.9 x 84.1 cm).

Don't you wish you hadn't asked?

. Here we are ah the height of summer, tho spring has lingered late this year ~=
just this week I picked the last cherries off the tree next to the house. The sugar-
snap trellises are segging under the weight of the peapods: Yesterday I picked helf
s peck from just two of the five (Nancy already has & refrigerstor half full of them.)
The strawberries are done for the year, but the raspberries cover the edge 'of the
woods ~- I've picked them omnce but they need enother picking or they'll be overripe
end useless.  (Unfortunetely, a combination of work schedule end bad weather keeps me
from getting to market with this bounty: what we don't use oursellves or give away
will go to waste -- or feedtthe chickens or the birds. We've found that friends and
relatives will sometimes acceph our surplus, but they aren't about to come by evud piak
it themselwves... COh, yeah, mlso picked goosedberries yesterday. We have wnly -
small bushes, but I rot about .a helf-gallon of them. Another week or sc and the
blackberries shou’ld start ripening.

; Meanwhile the uacultivated strip between the
garden and the edgc of the woods has six-foot wijd deisies and other weeds, inolud-
ing the sumec which is never eradicated, caly held in check by constant cutting.

When we get a reascnebly sool day (i.e., less than 80° or so) I waede into that jun-
gle with the soythe. lised you wonder why I'm finishing up this issue et the last
minute?

Finally got the siding applied to the two porches, caulked and painted,
which helps 'lmprove eppearances around here, tho I still have ¢ fsw lengths to apply
to the side of the house itself -- unfortumately, twenty fuet above th- ground, and
if you heve ever tried to hold a strip of mesonite weighing 50 1bs or so in positiom
for neiling, meanwhkle balancing at the Lop of a fully-extended extensi on' ladder, you
know why THAT project moves slowlys

The Bloamsburgz Public Library held its emnwal
surplus-&~donated book ‘sale this weekend. I was there when the doors opened, of
course, a8 were about two dozen other people. Dneething thet struck me was thet n:



a single one of the group was under the asge of 30 -~ in fact, most seemed to be in
their 50's or 60's. This reinforces my theory that within e ccuple more decsdes the
art of reading will become an esoteric accomplishment. Wiy, we may even live to see
the comeback of the village scribe, available tc iranslate print into sound snd vice
verss for citizens who have to deal with written insticad of taped documents.

At any
rate, I emerged from the fray with the following armload:

5 issues of American Heritage, from 1963-64 (They had about 50
more, but my spare cash limited my desire to add %o the col-
lection. I've got a couple cozen issues eiready in the attic).
F&SF for March 84 (I didn't even kmow it was still being published)
Science, Folklore, And Philosophy Girvets, Geiger, Hentz & Morris
arper & Row 1966.
Nightshades, the Paradoxical Plants, Heiser 1969, W,H,Freeman Co.
Botiany .

The Unwritten Song Vol.!'!', Trask(Bd.) Macmillan, 1957. Anthology of
poetry & songs from pre-literate cultures. '
Reinoarnation: The Phoenix Fire Mystery, Head & Cranston(Bd.) , 1977,
" The Julien Press. (Nancy grabbed this, 80 I haven't even had a

‘chance to look at it yet)

‘Total cost: $4.75. I intended to get back for a more leisurely search of the
tables and cartons, tut there were too many other activities demanding my tina. You
can't beat library surplus sales for used-book bargains... 2

The F&SF had an odd:story, “In Excelsis” by Paul As Car+er about the firsf
women fioe-pres1oent. (Imm@dieiely sfter his dnauguration the new Presiden+ launch~
es a pre

emptive nucleer #trike). Since. I read this.on the 'day Mondale announced his
running mate, its timeliness couldn't be be++ered tho I hope its prophe+io aoouraoy
can be.

The not-poetry on this issue's cover WS not composed enstencil, unlike the

previous instence: when T used this particular cop-, .
out to avoid having to find (and

trace) some sultable art.rorke
: Which 1nspired me +o look up cop-out in +he , diot~
ivnary. with disappointing results, since partridge says it is a variant cf cop it
hot ¢ to be scolded +o get into trouble. Tho he adds thet in ‘the.Boer War acop out"
meant to dje. 'Cop out' in the sense of *aking *he path of least resistance»must bea
a recent development.
A short (181 pp.) but prOVooative book I'd recommentl to any
reeder of SW with en irtierest iu art is Frederic Taubes' Abracadabera and Modern
Art (1965 Dodd,Mea: ), in which he sneers at practioally all modern artists from
Wemet to Klee, stating in deteil his reessons for so doing, sometimes with wicked
sarcasm (as when he displays two of Frenz Kline's paintings on a page with ﬁwo
done by Congo, 8 chimpanzee at the London Z0o, or. contrestts Hans Hartung's cal-
ligraphic genius with a sample of Chinese calli raphy which he preséently rexeals
spells out the message “How foolish can you got? His tirede is about equally di-
vided betwsen what he censiders inept artists exploiting the gullible publide, and
the polysyllabic noasense writhten about them by critics who haven't the slightest
notion of what qualities are essential to great art.t Fun. s

This hes been SPACEWARP 133, July 1984, from

ARTHUR H. RAPP
8" Grovaniaz Drive
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
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SFRCTATOR 147: Doublespecing the contents listing makes 1t easier to read, bub will

j be impractical if more than "1 items have to be listed. (Of course,
back in the 400-page bundle days the contents listing often rsn over a page, even
singlespaced) . i

A VIEW FROM THE GHOST OF ~ Jeez, a welcome from the mayori I recall
CHATTACON PAST .., CHATTACON 9 (Lynch): that at the 6th Worldcon in Toromto (1948)
L the fens were delighted that by the second
dey of the Con someone finally persuaded the hotel to ennounce the faut u its mar-
qwe. (The Worldocon got about a 6-inch writeup in the Sunday paper, under & head
reeding ZAP} ZAPV ATOMIC RAYS PASSE WITH FIENDS e ' j !

THE BELLIGERANT BEIIZ, O' CO'SE{ (Stefl): After pondering awhile' over that first

‘ : R e o alternate-cheige sentence on your cever
I decided there 1s no =uch thing s a well-endowed check -- obviously it is a mis-
print, an “e" in place of an "1" in the final word. I'm sure half the authors in
the ‘world will egree this is a better reading ~- the male half, that is. #H# It is
probably énly a. few Phys Ed majorswwho dreg down the reputation of the field, es=-
peoially those who, in the news for some unrelated reason, are described as having
ettended such~-and-such a college. I always trenslate that mentally into the prob-
ability that the pereon in question flunked out after one semester., (Aotors are
more prone than athletes to be dsscribed in thet fashion.) Political Solence maj-
ors alwaye struck me es the ones who were trying to get thru college with minimum
effort end no conceran about remedying their areas of ignorance. = The proviem
with activity oredit is not deciding how much oredit to give a publication, but
whether or net to allow it any oredit et all. Technically, it should be samething
published specificelly for SAPS and without prior distribatione 3if that's the stan-
dard most’ SAPS went enforced I'll go along with it, tho personally I feel something
like Nelson's booklet or Edmond's subgzine is more an asset to the mailings than six
pages turned out merely in order 5o comply with the letter of the rules. Perhaps
there will be sufficient comment on the question in this (149th) pailing to guide me
in one dirsction or the other... #* Women's Lib: There was a great car}oon'in the
paper a couple weeks ago: One Supreme Court justice is asking another, -How did
Justice Otconnor vote on that sex-diseriminstion case?™' and his colleagwe replies,
%I don't remember. We can ask her as soon as she gets.back with the coffee.- i
I don't think eny home cenning method (even with a pressure cooker) is really safe
for meat, mainly kecause canning jars are more likely to be imperfectly sealed then
tin cens. (Some crm::wial canmeries will, for a fee of course, process end can
small batches for incividuals, acourding to what I've read, tho I never heard of
eny such operation :vound here). Plekling (1ike cornmed beef) or smcking are oldbime
waye of preserving some meats, But no doubt freezing.is the only reasomebly safe
home method. 74 In 1947 I and an Army buddy hitehhiked around Michigen -- from
Saginaw (my hometown) up to Meakinew City and then down thru Cadillac to Grand Rap-
1ds (his hometom). Of course, hitchhiking was more reputable in ‘those days then
it is nows It was fun, tho somewhat lonely in what was, 57 yeers age,,the sparse-
ly settled forest of the northern Lower Peninsula. (My sister moved to Petoskey
in the '40's, in the fall: she still olalms it wesn't wnbil six monthe later thet
she learned the town hed sidewalks. Baok then, they just plowed a strip down the
middle of the street for two lemes of traffic, and thet served for pedestrlans as
well. $HF Nostalgia...how about Lum end Atner; Fred Allen, Buok Rogers IN THE TWEN-
TY-FIFTH CEN-TURYL, Walter Winchell end his "Good evening, Mr & Mrs America end all
the ships at gen.” Cendy buttons on strips of paper; Mallo~-Cups; Dish Night at the
neighborhood movie; Spuds (cigarettes); Cellophane; Bakelite; Li'l Orphen Annie
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strong secret decoder rings; tea dences; Liberty magazine (10g a
?ﬁ;: vr‘l)‘:;keﬁi;l pieos in 1t merked with the time required %o read it); V for Vio-
#ory (deh-dsh~dah-DAH); blackout curtains; Loose Lips Sink Ships; ratlon books
(red stamps for meat; blue stamps for sugar); zino pennies; streamlining; Thg :
Little Theater Off Times S8quare; CARE packages; Log Cebln Syrup in the log-oabin
shapéd oans the Gold Dust Twins; Burma-Shave; 35-mile-per~hour. speed limit. This ‘
could go on for pages... #Hf Water pipegs A few years back one of Nanoy's sisters
and her husband mesved into an old farmhouse where the water was piped in frgm e
spring half a mile uphill. The pipe just came out of the cellar wall and m.a:n*i: 5
thru the kitochen floor and had a faucet on top. Nency's brother-in-law wuntud Go
jnstell a new sink but couldn't figure out how to turn off the water. If there was

% ‘the line, no one kmew where it was. We had a reguler oustomer at
marigtutxg 3nas a retiréd plumbsr, end asked him sioui 1t, and he sald there was a
tool that clemps to a pipe and then cuts into it and shuts off the flow, Anformation
which we passed on to our relative, but he said he figured he aould disconneoct the
pipe in the cellar and screw a new comnection on the end before too much water ceame
out. Wo made him promise that if he ever got around to actually trying thet, he'd
let us know so we oould be there to seé it. (Eventuelly he thought of going up to
the spring snd blocking the pipe there, except that when he tried it he found the
inteke Lox also held a ysllowjacket nest. In the end, they moved out of the old
farmhouse before he solved the problem,which I asuvp:se is antielimasctioc. )

EOW TO SELF-MUI'E YOU: BOOK (N'f"?.s on): This was hiﬁhly entertaining as well as in-
8 : structive, a¥. The advice sounds practical
a8 well as being e fasoinating Insight into an escteric subject for us non-atthor

reeders.” May I ask how you went about publieizing THIS book? :

YEZIDEE °0. (Crayne): Does that cover drewing date from 01919, or is it a contem-
porary re-oreation of the.period style? +# Obviously it's
something else entirely, but to me a dendrobium sounds as if it should be some sort
of hameorafted instrument an which hillbillies play minor-,ey folksongs. i You're
right, theoriginator of the "Beacon wrote Shekespeare's plays- theory was Delia Be-
- ocn (1811-1859), who traveled to England with the backing of Ralph Weldo Emereon
and got permission to open Shakespeare's tomb in search of proof, but chenged her
mind at the lagt timute See pp.85-87 of The People's Almaneo #1 for her bisgraphy
and pp.384-389 in TPA #? for details of obher theorles about the authorship of the
pleys end poems. ## Ekotic drinks: “The Greeks and Romans usually mixed three
parts of weter with two of wine, and freely W®lended their wine with other products
ex woll. The addition of ashes and lime neutralized excessive acld end assisted .
maturing. Porous wine-jars were lined with pitch for the flevour, just as modern

Greeks still mix resin with their wine. Hmey, the chief sweetener in tlic absence
of sugar, was also added on occasion, and so were goat's milk, almouds, thymse ,
uyrtle-berries, seawater and the dip of a redhot irom." /Ercs in Pompeid, p.58)
Pets: We've new gob a pair: of week-old goslings, hatoked by one of our broody hena
from eggs I salveged from the goose's nest ‘after a predater of some kind got her
end most of the eggs she was setting. We'we got'a problem: oan't put them outside.
in a pen because of the cats, and they're rapidly outgrowing the lettuce box they -
are. inhabiting on “he porch. Guess I gotta build some kind of coop in the next
oouple of days. leanwhile we havwl 8ix more goos oggs being set by two hens, though
we'll be analbgged if any hatch, since they were kept in the refrigeretor for about
two' weeks befere boing put. under the hens, whioch 1s probebly too leng for them o
be viable. We'll know about the time this SAFS: mailing goes outess (Also Patches
the calico cat 1s due to produce kittens pretty suou now; she's ambling around lile
a fur-covered belloan, purring oontinuously. = :

SPAGHETTI 74 (N.Repp)s Boy, thie is the thickest zine you've put out in the las®
‘ - deocade or two. Whatever it is infecting ell you worn-out
Jeded oldtime SAPS, it must be contagious...or was this all vart of your plot to get
Wral and Carol and Harry on the roster? #4# What do the Ttalians call their astro
neuts? “Specimen” . fHf Bosides daisies and iandelions, our raspberry bushes are



wmeds.  In fact, when we moved up here we brought some raspberry plants along,.and
1 set them out near the wild ones, and they all died off. Didn't matter, tho: we've
got more berries on the wild plants then we ever manage to pick before th,ez spoil.
To fact, I just picked about 5 gbts this evening from the edges of the thicket, with-

out getting in among the cenes at all. (Raspberries sell at market for about $1.35
a pint =~ wfortuately, because of my work'sghedule and the reiny weather, we prob-
ably wen't be able to.get any in to merket this year -- like the strawberries, of
which I ploked sbout 50 pints this year befere the rmin ended the season, We didn't
get any of those to market elther, just dined on strawberry shortomke umtil for once
we had all we wented, and gave scme eway Lo relatives, and turned the rest into jam.
Whioh reminds me that the sugersnap pess sre ripening by the ushel (about a wonth
later than most years =- it's been a weird spring -- and we already have a peck or
so in the refrigerator. I've been busy putting siding on the front end side parvches
and the garden has hardly been weeded at all this year, bub it seems o ve doing fine
anyway -- except thet I have to hunt eround in waist-high grass to find the vegetable
beds (this is not exaggeration). #H Sohool derk: with inkwells: I remember filling
them with inks: it used to coms in quart botties with a stopper that had two glass
tubeg thru it, and you put your thumb over the one tube to control the flow of ink
out of the other. That was a more fun job to be pioked for than cleaning the black-
boerds or teking the erasbrs outeide and smecking them together.

VOICE FROM THE PAST #3 (Carr): Now there's a cover that displays violence in media’
: Pun, tho. ¢H Feline Update: The other day very
pregnant Patohes had a wmique misadventure. ©She menaged to sneak a to the sersened-
in front porch end wes prewling. arzrvnd it in search of possible suitable spots to
hiave her Xittens. T turned hy bssk on her for en instant and she wvanished. Alerted
Wy her oomplaining mew, I finally found her: she'd been invistigating one of the
palr of conorete urns we have on the porch. These are abouk two feet tall end 18"
in diameter, but the opering at the top is only 5" across. She'd fallen in, end wes
unable to get back ocut. Her head end shoulders camé thru, dut her swollen midusotion
was wedged fast. Gently pulling en her ferelegs didn't help, end for ewhile I thought
she might have to have her littcr in thore before she'd fit thru the opening. But
T ledd tho wm down on its side end after a good deal of scrabbling end squirming she
finally got out and stalked off indignenmtly. I put her off the poreh, figuring she
: ble : ' i 1 #
e R g T e SR e T SRR S R T e TR R
when T opensd the fremt door I could hear her nonstop purr even before I stepped out-
side, whore I found her behind 'a folding table that was leaning againet the wall,
with her new famlily consieting of four tlger-striped and one all-black kittems. I
gave her same rags tc lle on'and she's apparently well-satisfied with the spot she
pieked. She didn't even object when I piocked up the black kitten amd took it into
thehhouse to show Nauncy. Patches is the enly cat I've ever seen who didn't make e
fuss about kaviag her newborn kittens hendled by humens. (When her mether, Merowly,
had her litter under the porch on a cold wet day last winter, I got the job of orawl-
ing under there to put them into a box so they could be moved »m to the poreh where
they'd be sheltered from the weather. As fast as I'd put them into the bex Merowly
would heul them out and carry them back to the others. She accepted the move ance it
was accomplished, but meanwhile she obviously objected 4o humans interfering with her
Pabies . ‘Ca'ts is ﬁm-o- &) ; g y

TIT F'R TAT # (W.Austin): Gee, that's a gorgeous sover. Is it hend-colored; or

iR , some printing process that T don't recognize? ## Th, wyou
seam a bit comfused on that “ancient wristwetoh" matter. . It wasn't the Etruscens ==
they're the omes with the libetion bowls -~ but the Mesopotemiers: Assyrians, Sumer-
ians, Akkadiens, Hittites, etc., who sport the enigmatie wrist decorations. I leafed
thru the beoke thet a¥e~et hand in an effort to find a sultable 1llusktration, and tie
®est avallable seems to be the photo on the next: pege, from Pel?9 of Edwerd Chiera's
They Wrete,on Clay, a detail of a relief pertraying the ged Ashur. (Infortunataly,
This puzzIe_cT?LIE*{' occur to me long enough ago that I could cheok eut the original
‘ssulptures in the British Museum or Baltimore's Welters Art Gallery, whioh wowld no
doubt have enswered my question immedistely.) Incidently, I recall thet oirouler ob-
jeot you illustrate, from some von Daniken-type bock. It was found in Italy, as T~



suail, but the oharacters are not those of the Etruscin a’.l.g.::a’:-a:-“\ o Gould 1% be the
cototype of a Little Orphen Annie Decoder Ring? = Inoidentily, wna‘t is ourrent’ theory
a thet Greek computer from Ankytheria? I seem %o recall a brief mention of Lfc not
ang back which implied that it was gotually & oomputer, not just a sort ef star-
Loegtor or dial-your-astrological-sign thing. # Ah, that's a pertinent illie you
.ave on peb3 THe 6E v O

mforoes the minimum. ¢4
sotivity requirement.
He One reason for come
TR e
ship meetings not lng
age. Oomeone was wWor=
ried that a garbage
trensfor station might

be established in this
township and wented the
Bupervisors to pase a
lew against it (also a-
dult bookstores). One -
of the supervisors point-
6d out thkmt if you legis~
late' against sny legiti- ‘&

mete business the people CiZs 7 . 50 o

who went to establish it . (\

oan go to court and get  / (&(P

the law thromn out as il~ W \4.‘“\)

legal restraint of trade: LT

ahgt yeu do instead is to e Efer :

set up a eompliocatod, nitpleking, time-cunsuming prosedure to cbtain a zening ver-
“ance emd meke a varianeé neceseary for any business or other activity that enywme -
appens not to favor.' That way you can tie up the application for so leng that the
usinessman will give up and look elsewhere for a site. Whloh seems tec be the rea--
on for meny of the tomnship ordinances, they're on the books just in eass they're
seded to harrass somcone who thinke he cen defy the township Establishment. {The -
urrernt super¥isore are efflelent and Impartial, except that when zoning viclationa
some ‘to their attention I notioe a tendency for ‘one of the suporvisors to offer to
sontect and diecuss the situation with a' long-time resident, while in the oase of a
liewoomer or a lower-oless resldent they'll quickly instruct the township solicitor
70 write a "cemse and desist' letter, I cbjeot to this on theoretioal grounds, but
['‘m not sura whether it isn't the most practical one available.

PENSEROSO #8 (Boggs). Scme of those “interests” on the Fendom Compubsr Services

; : list are as baffling tome as to you (tho perheps they are ex-
plainsble es oategeries of merchandise available via mail eorder). Presumably the
spooulative (in the mundane sonse) fans who store their prozines in plastio bags to
keep them Jlucrati-mly .~ i would be prespeots fer specially-mede bags (just as scme-
ane must buy thoge ~ardboerd boxes most magazines offer at outrageous prices for the
storagé: of their bsk issues). “Golden ' Age" is; I think, 1940's stf, and presumably
was followed, a la Ramo, by the .Silver Age. of the '60's. (An old time far is ome
who remepbers whon a horo faced with the task of disabling a computer would olimb to
tme of the cetwellks behind the panel end short out the WBushbars. -- was that “"With
Folded Hende..." I'm thinking of?) ‘I Wet most necfen don't even know what a busbar
is. 3 I tried.some "Light" beer the other day (Hemm's), It.was se awful T immoed-
iately went to the grooery end bought e cen of malt extraot and sane suger, sund our
first Batoh of homebrew in years is presentiy eging im the cool cellar. We'll knaw,
about the time this mailing goes out, whether I recalled Busby's formhia correctly.
n Baltimore, about ten years baok, we went in for homebrew in a big way: at one
ime 1 had neerfy. 100 querts mellowing in the utility room. (Incidently, a utility
oom with twin leumdry tubs is far more ocnvenient as a werkplace for beer bottling

nen a kltehen counter, I fownd already. Zven with the 5-gallon-batoh I tried thi
"6 Instead of the 10-gallen batohes T used to make. & 4 : d



"HE PUZZLE MONKEY #1 (Toskey)s 1 zeidom enter conbesiss . sirert #uor now and them in-
vesting & HOg" stemp ia th*nm 33ke the Publishers

Jlearing House sweepstakes, eto., or dropping my name in the bous for the drawings the
looal supermarkets hold for turkeys and stuff during the hol iday gseason. I1!'ve never
won enything... Good lusk to you on your ocmpetitions, tho! 74+ Itve never had time
or more important fasoination enough to trace my ancestry, end now that all the older
generation of the family have died it is probably far more difficult than it would
'-n?-war%i‘g:e%agge?gytzg s%gquaréer o %ﬁean dB%ﬁ"BE%tﬁ?‘“ e’ frgmﬂ%ecourXekf thetﬁ %eim_

ack a knowledge of the Germen langusge would ® of considerable help. “(My mats-msa’
grandmother's maiden name was Bach, end I recall being told as a child that we were
related to the musiocal Bachs, but I don't know if thet was based on fact or just wish-
ful thinking. Bach seems to be about as common a name iu Germany as Jones in the US.
(At eny rate, releted or not, I sure didn't inherit any musical talent L)

CSLONIAL COMMENTATOR #7 (Edmonds): Travel by train is inbemsting. Unfortunately,
since the building of the Interstate highway sys-
tem which enables Americans to zip around the country in aubos, there is NO local
pasgenger train service in this part of the coumtry (and mighty little in eny other
part, elther. (The railroads still operate, but only to haul freight). .Just last
month, tho, the Williemsport Chamber of Commerce got the bright idea of promoting
tourism by running a two-day steam locomotive passenger train excursion from: Phile-
delphie to their ocity and on to Scranton. It was sald to be the first passenger
train to pass thru Williamsport in "6 yeers. From all sccounts it was wildly suc-
cessful and they plan to repeaf it in the fall when the leaves are in full coler.
Maybe we'll onoce again gah the opportunity to hear a steam locomotive whistle waile
ing its lonely sound in the nightt! Hmmm, do Australien trains have deep-toned steam
whistles, or the shrill peeping ones of European trains? Or, more likely, the ugly .
klexen sound of diesel horme? It has been suggested that a high—spaed (°00 MPR)
passenger train be built to run from Philedelphia thru Pittsburgh to Chicago, tho
it would involve laying e complete new set of rails with more: gradual ourves, eta.
It just occourred to me that what they ought to do in meke it a monorail instesad,
subting cmstructior cosis in half. Seattle has had a monorall urban rail line op-
orating for a oouple of decades now, successfully as far as I know. . Must write the
newspaper a letber pointing this out to them... ## According to a -schedule of plen-
ned spaoe shubtle launches I got (unsolisited) in the mail the: other day, NASA will
send Columbia up from B-15 Aug 1985 end.the maylosd will inolude AUSSAT-1, an Aus-.
sralian commmicetions satellite. For such a momentous event, you really should have
someone along to observe at close hand.  Someone with a BA in history, perhaps s«

THE FAN FROM THE TIME MACHINE (‘Sz'iggs) Some of the first fanzines I received when

I beoame an actifen in 1947 had full-color
covers. They were done with either silksoreen or stencil and airbrush. I recall
that every fanpublisher complained; in those days, about the incredible expense of
having artwork multilithed for covers. ‘#ff I think what your artiole ,demonstrates
1s that, as you say; fendom' 18’ now éntirely oo large for one family feeling. I
wender if that isn't the reason for the wmexpeeted enthusiesm with which the oldtime
fens have shown for ‘!oin’mv SAPS in the. past year?

COLLECTOR (DeVore)z Sohool districts around here want lots more mcéney beoause they
say the high school' population is deolining and the primery grede
population inoreasing 50 'bhey gotta remodel all their school wuildings. And they we:
to convert the = open space buildings they put up when that was the latest educatliona:
fad, because by~now even the school administrators admit it was a lousy 1dea to think
slasses could.operate efficiently without walls between them. Overall school enrols
ment is deslining, but you didn't expeot that to result in lower costs, did you? #H+"
Saw & notice yesterday about efClerion workshbp which mentioned Terry Carr and Vonda
MCIntyre. As you can see by SPECTATOR, Terry is on our wai‘hlist,‘ on impulse I dug
out Who's Who In SAPS ‘and confirmed my suspicion: Vonda was en the w-1 for. over a
year during the era when the Buskys were OBE. (Waitlists moved slowly in them deys) .
When she was finelly et the top she decided not to join, tho. Too bad: she was just




enother Seattle fan in +hose days, but now she'd be e distinguished name . -an our alum-
ni list. (Come to think of it, she wrote some stuff for Buz's Retrominget, I think.)
4 Has anyone in SAPS ever encountered a menual on typowriter repair? I have check-
ed out several public libraries without sucoess (they have books on piano rebuilding,
watoh repair, etc., but nothing on typers). Wet!wve gob two IBM electrics upstairs,
one with the EX P A N D control jammed in the expand position so it types everythimg
1ike ,that, with a space Letween each letter, and the other with something wrong with
the pressure control so the keys don't hit hard enough to print:; "Itve torn in': *“hean
as far as I daered without kmowing which screws just hold stuff in plece and which are
oritical adjustments; all I need is scme idea of the baslo strueture of the machine
in order to get at where the troubles are. (Once, in Germeny, I dissassembled & Rem-
ingbon menual, unfastensed the wrong screw, and all tne keys fell out: 1% took me a
week to put the thing ®ack together...)

THE SIXTH QUARK #3 (Woosley): Periodic extinotions: maybe God's patience 1s limited

i end every 26,000,000 years or so he throws a itantrum,
kicks his pile of building bloeks, and has to start all over? ## Interasction be-
tween neurons snd external megnetic fields: Just the other day I read a passing-
mention that existence of human sensitivity to the direction of Earth's magnetio
fisld hes been experimentally verified. (Unfortwnstely, I forget where I read it,
and It've looked at a WILD variety of reading matter in recent days, all the way from
FATE and ANALOG to nmearly-imintelligible metaphysical and philosophical books). But
it suggests en ldea: 1is there eny correlation between shifts in the direction of
Earth's magnetic field and the vast population migrations of humen history? Maybe
we're 8ll heriditary lemmings. JHF Thanx for the enalysis of the Moon orb¥t question
(which I didn't really expect anyone to take time to solve for me). As a hard-sf
lover, what did you thinkoof Grant D. Callin's "Saturn Alie" in the Jul 8& ANALOGY
(If you've read the story you'll recognize why Hhe prior semtence reminded me of it).
4 Valikovski: Granting for the seke .of argument that his cosmologicel theory has
gaping holes to be patohed before accephance, what ebout his weorgenization of Mid-
dle Esstern ohronology? (Basicly, his argument ie that the 0ld Testament has all
these accounts of battles between the Isrealites end their neighbors, but the arshives
of the alleged opponents never mention such wars. Then he postulates a 500-yesar mis-
mading of the Egyptlan dynastic record (upon which all the other mideast chromolo-
gies are hung), and prooeeds to show that archives umearthed in Mesopotamia contain
replies to the correspondence unearthed at Tell-el-Armana in Egypt). Of oourse, it
taxes some specialized expertise to judge whether or not Velikoveki's interpretations
ara correct; it would be interssting to know what the experts have decided.

SAPS PILLAR POLL RESULTS - 1984 (N.Rapp): Your method’ of ramking tie votes is not

: ' only weird, but definitely wrong eccord-
ing to the statistiocs text I showed you before you drew up “his thing. (Obviously,
the one known limit on the COE's gower is in telling the Piliar Teller how to conduet
the Pillar Poll.) #H 9 voters cut of 19 members may seem low, but it's about aver-

age for past polls, such voting apparently being something every SAPSmember imdends
to get around to RSN -4 thus misses the deadline. Owell, your efforts were appre-
ciated nonetheless. ' ; .

WORDS IN THE WIND #4 (Stull): How did the oheese turn out? Nanoy makes cheese when
: ; a carton of milk goes sour (a seldom heppening arownd .
herse with 3 cats %o help empty 'em) but hers doesn't get really firm (I'm not sure
whether it's supposed to). More like a block of bubter that has been left out of the
refrigerator a couple hours in summertime. According to en enalysis in the paper &
week or so ego, Federal government policy is to support milk prices et a high level
because it is considered essential to ensure availebility of fresh milk in urban awees
and letting the merket demsnd determine the prioce might cause dairy farmers to out
back produstion. So the country over-produces, end most of it ends up as dry milk
powder, butber and shesse in government storage, which 4s later given away to the
poor or el6e sold to forsign countries. Current retail price .of whole milk here is
55.00 per @allon. ## Try the library section on anticuss to find books ploturing



. vsrsmithe ! hellmarks ; with the popularity of antisus colliesting these deys, al-
nost every public library has several volumes on tlhie subject. 7H# One reason for
o5t WH-IIT stories is that it's a convenisut way to destroy current civilization so
whe author can reconstruct it 4o his liking; peaceful change may be just as effeotive
uk are probably viewed as wmnecsssarily ocomplicated by a writer who is only inter-
ested in wiping out current culbure as a means to an end. {4 M1 thru fanpublishing
history there has been an implicit (sametimes explibit) notion that someday all these

nimeod and dittoed snd photocopied pages will beoome grist for the Ph.D. thesas. of
scme future researcher jny, the history of pop culture. As yet, scademic research
seems to be confined to: the prozines, authors and publishers, but when they get a-

round to investigating I'm sure researchers will be delighted at the copious docu-
mentation our aotivities have preserved. Of course, as you remark to Howard, thpse
investigators won't be fems themselves: It's basically a different orientation.

* Thenx for reporting t ile-st ; -
ﬁf;thagile the gffortgtohge:ggg%gstﬁgm#agtggggiggéeaigi%¥'giééggggﬁr%hiohig %%qut
sure was successful.
2 PAGES #10% (Briggs): It seems this got into SAPS thru a mixup; did one of your

: ; issues of ZAP disappear into some other apa? 74 Big Busin-

ess 1s teking over the seed oompenies, end it didn't take long for their marketing .
enalysts to realize that hybrid soed has to be bought every sesson, while open-
polinated seed can be saved for next year's crop. So any of you gardeners who have
favorite open-polinsted plents better start saving seed, because they're disappesr-
ing from the seed catalogs at a frantic pace. # Southeast Asia used to be a food-
exporting region, until a combination of war end ill-advised attempts by Americen
sgricultural experts to promote Western methods of agriculture caused their orop
ylelds %o plumtet. 3.1 . - \

COSMIG DEBRIS 33 (Lynch): You mean computers don't solve EVERYTHING? Did your Tech
Wiriting instructor get a chuckle out of your term paper
diffioulties, or did you keep a 8ti’ i upper lip'emnd do no expleining at all? ## Con-
gratulatione on the fine acedemic record, smnyway. ## I'm wondering about collecting
your music on VCR tapcs (which I think 1s what you'rs talking ebout) rather then on
audio tape or records. Doesn't that make it diffioult to play them as baokground
while you do something else? Maybe you've developed an immunity to.thé compulsion

to stare at the videosoreen all the while it!s -om. ..
SPACEWARP 137 (A.Rapp): Noted, ks

TYPING PRACTICE #0, Series B (Baugh): I'm stoutly resisting the temptation to ask

. : . Bl o o you about that cryptic numbering system, but
I don't know if I'll succeed. fHF Your remark to Kristi Austin about Addis Abbabe
surely qualifies as the most esoteric reference in the meiling. XKristi, don't feel
one-upped :. probably only about 10% of the membership know the reference here. Back
in 1947 when SAPS was founded, Ron Maddox was the first OE. His stepfather landed a
job in Heilis Selassie!s cabinst, and after distributing the first SAPS meiling Ron
departed for Ethdoplas and, as far as I em aware, was never heard from agein. (With

sudden apprehension that I might We pubting mg foot in mouth, I just hauled out Who's
Who In SAPS to chock that. The entry for Maddox, I see; -- by Roger Bryant, the

sublisher =- is i i +J17(?) ((Rapp's writing wclesr)).” Howcome I get blamed for
everything? 7HF The PLASMA cover-art series started whesm T was stuck for a cover i-
des and solwved it by folding a sheet of paper with carbonpaper insidd and producing

a drawing with bilabtc -1 symettiry (about 10 years back). The result resembled the
shookwave pattern in a rocket engine exheust so I titled it PLASMA 1. The subsequent
titles marlk cccasions when I used the same technique, tho with different results. s
Hecording to Peoples Almeneo, p.954, the 16th edition of the Encyclopedia Brittenics
containg 4% million words... k A bl

: Only as en esthetic product can the world be justified to all eternity
—--although our sonsciousness of. our own significance does scarcely exceed
the consciousnessr .: a painted soldier might have of the battle in whioch h
tekes part. . Thus our whole knowledge of art is et bottom illusory, seeing ‘
that a8 mere lnowers we cen nover bo fused with thet essential spirit, at |

the same +time creator and svectator, who has prepared the comedy of art for

his own edificetions «-Friedrich Nietzsche, Tue Bizth of Tragedy, Chi.V. |




g TAKRE B SAPS (Lichtmen): Just discovered I'd miseed yeu dn foliowing down the
. 1ist of zines in SENCTATOR, Bobe That's what you
get for ministurizing your publicatiom. ## 44 paragraph of your bdbiography, you
ool The Ferm an "intentional" community. Is that a typo? If not, whet does it
mesn? TI'd be interested in lmaring what types of amctivity the commmity was based
en -- sgrioulture for home consumption, or for sale, arts & orafts, or what? FE How
do you disocover fandom? That's e question that ought to get a varied assortment of
replies from all us fans in your audience. In my case it was, after four or five
years of reading the promags, suddenly noticing (in STARTLING) that some guy damed
Ben Singer right in my own stete of Miehig;e/n was publishing something ocalled a fan-
gine; that you sould get by sending him 10g. 'So I did, and one thing led to anpther
and here. T it with fanzines piled in a rampart all around me waiting to be consoli-
dated dnto the 148th SAPS Mailing, and Singer hes long ago dropped out of fandom.
This proves that we are all helpless pawns in the hands of fate...I think. 4+ Eeep-
ing warm in cold weather: We got well into the winter I spent in Korsa befors the
Army got around to replacing our summer-type sleeping bags with the dowp-filled
winter omes. In the interim we learnmed to enfold cur stmmer-type bags in a GI blane
ket or two, end then a rubberized poncho as en outer wrapping. It kept us warm when
the temperatures wemt down to -#OF or so, the only drawbeck being that the water-
proof leyers in the cocoon res:: “ed in preventing evaporation of moisture so that
you would wake up ‘1 the morning to find everything sosked with sweat. (Which re-
minds me of the Ethi-pien Battalion that wes fighting with the UN forces in Korea.
They hed a fantastis reputation for daring night patrols and according %o GI tra-
dition their favorite trick was to infiltrate a North Korean or Chinese Wivounc
area, find several soldiers sleeping in & group, and ocut the throat of the ome in
the middle without disturbing the others. Their reasoming was that this would do
more demege %o enem; morale then killing the whele group, end I cen well believe it.)

Baoktreoking to VOICE FROM THE PAST: I just realized that I'd not really commented

‘ : : : 4 ! on your zine before heing sidetrecked by the
.¢at anecdotes, Gem... Discussions about the nature of God almost always wind up in
a sementic morass, bocause either it's one falth-system against another, in which
case there's no objective method for campering the merits of the two belief-systems;
or else it's faith v.s. loglo, and those committed to faith deny that logical argu-
ments are valid with respect to matters of faith. I think an argument ocan be can-
ducted (without degenerating imbo name~calling or nomsenss) on such questiong as
Doss God exist? just as you can agrue for or ageinst reincarnation or UF0's or Veli-
kovsky's cosmology, where there is a ¢ertain amowmt of evidence pro and com to be
evaluated (of course, the difficulty is agreeing on Wow much weight to give specific
portions of such evidunce). But when you compare, say, the Nicean Creed with Arian-
ism or Menicheanism, .t's a matter of pioking the theory that seems to you most in
accord with reelity, end if someone else finds & fifferent theory more satisfactory
there's really no way for one persm %o oonvert the other. It's like argulrg about
which of two paintimgs is more beautiful: a subject judgment that does not sdmit of
persuasion. (For exemple, I find the wabchmaker' argument for the existencd of God
rather persuasive. If you see a watoh.you know 1% must have been made by a skilled
walolmhsers  Lpck ot fhe Solverohoand s okt gusk g had, & Iafia e tip -
whioch was seamingly reasonable only in the days when science thought it oould learn
nll the secrets of the Universe if only enough facts were accumulated. Helfenberg
showed that not ALL the facts cam ever be learned; Goedel showed thet in any logicel
syatem questioms can “e posed which are unanswerable within thet system. §o how cen
I still find the watcimaker argument convinoing? By faith, I guess, and as I say,
that's not subject to argument... On the other hand, I haven't the elightedt inter-
est in persuading anyons else to agree with my viewpoint. He's entitled to cherish
whichever ome HE finds oonvinoing. #4 The trouble with chiokens is that their brains
are practically all thalemus, very little cortex.: As long asthey stay calm they are
reasonably intelligent, but it takes very little to send them into unreasoming hys-
teries. My hens are tame énough sc that if “hey get out of the run I can open the
gate end herd them back in, except that 57 one tries to take a shortout and rums
into the wire imstead of the open gate ¢ immediately goes into a squawking panic
and I have to d/orner it and grab it to put it back inside. "

s .
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(Continued from SPABHETTI #4, Mlg 147) .

"Do you really think we're safe here?" atked Mike Raub nervously, peering into
fhe dark evening-shadowed oorners of the dessried bookstores - "I mow thet youg
lady, in the skimpy oostume promised to guard the beaok do;t‘)r, and.we've got the night
watohmen faking care ofithe:front entrance, but stille..’ oA g
AadE T s : “0f course we're safe,"
NDave Rike answered soothingly. “Look at all those racks of -Herlequin Romences end
Dell Westerns. Who would ever think of looking for st fans in a place like +this?"

Reub relexed 8 bit. "Say, Dave, it was darm nics.of you to come up here ko Se~
aettle to guard us, he remarked. . e :
; Only my TruSAPian duty," murmured Rike modestly.

“Woll, I've got & TruSAPien appetite ;,  grumbled Bill Austin. “We rushed over
here in such a hurry we forgot to bring eleng enything to eat. " He looked specu~
latively at Rike and absentmindedly lioked his chops , - . 3 ]

1 acdd "Tosk,” sald Rike hastily,
“Maybe - you better ask the night watchmen 1f he'll run cwer to the restaurant end get
us some chowe. _ by

~ Good 1dos," hisssd Toskey, rising sinuously to his feet. “T could
sure ge for a kamster on rye. bill, what would you like?” = o
. i ; it ba ‘o i Mmoso hungry I could eat
e horse ~-- or maybe a small di:lnosaur, Austin replied. . But if those aren't avail-
able I'll settle for & mousse.,” . . Pl : - ‘ 1
' -« 1'l1 have a poorboy and a handful of ladyfingers,"

1 1)

chimed in Raub. "Rul will the watchman agree to get the stuff for us?" "
ety : u : -~ "He won't be
overjoyed ebout it, Toskey seid, But I'l1 put the squeeze on him end I.think hetll
do 1t. Tosk glided toward tlis doer, leaving the others to chatter nervously in the
gloomen ik & i todig
"It must be troublesome to you, being Bill's invisible Siemese twin," Rike
remarksd..to Raub, wh'g sighed and then enswered in tones indiceting he'd explained
many times before. ~Not exactly troublesoms, Dave, just complicated. Besides, T'm
not always invisibles I fade in end out in inverse ratiotto the Moon. At full Moo.
I'm completely invisiile iubk at new ¥oon I'm as opaque as enyane else. Besides, du-
visibility has its componsations. 1 , 2 & : "+
b ' + What do you mean? . S
3 g "Well, for exemple, at the
last DeepSouthCon herdly enyone noticed me the first couple of days, but on the eve-
aing of the Megquerade -- a full Moon night, by the way -- I took off all my olothe~,
swallowed two pouncs of Spenish Moss, painted my entire body with vertioal and hori
zemtal stripes of zold paint, end won first prize at the Masquerade . E ¢ty
A : S s ; : 518 I dontt un-
derstend, responded Rike, : R P ot Sy .t 4 :
3 ... I entered the oompetition as 'Only A Board In A Gilded
Cage', Raub told him triumphently. A e N T G veiin
' s “Truly fenmnish," admired Rike, “But tell me
this: ch‘;w do you manage to pursue a.carser in Connsctiocut while, Bil_l lives here ir
Seus\:le? : ;
i "(":’.-%;,, vou‘re thinking of ordipary Siomese twlns»," Mik_e_repliedo 3 Bill end
I aren't cennocied in exeotly that way. Nost peivs of Siamese twins sharens band, o
tlssue or an organ. In our case, tho, tvhe part we pessess in common is our ego.



“That's, right," chimed in B1ll. "We have .
only ene ego betweern us. Of course it's a re-
markably developed ome, but. that's true of mos:. .
fang. And we've worked out a system. Raub
uses most of it during his working hours, but.

I get to monopolize it on evenings and hq}iday81
We seldom run into any problems that wey. hp
cept that it sure complicetes my sex life," mur-
mured Mike., .
el ‘Suddenly the canversation waes in-
terrupied by a tremendous cragh snd scresm of
terror from the back door «f the bookstors.
Rushing %o the doorway, the startled stfen were
Just in time to glimpse a shape Pf ebon black-
ness vanishing down the alley.  I'm blind
I'm blindV 1t ‘wailed, caroming off treshcans
and walls in its frantio flight.

; i

i 2 Whet was -
THAT? gesped Bill. 2

. S ame cne WP° didn't real-
ize I was protecting you guys, expleined MUD-
GAL, gazling at the now-distent~blob of bleck-
ness. I boobykrapped the back entrance with
& bucket of mud balenced on }op of the door.

It's en old Michifan triok.‘

S 'And an amazingly
effective one, commented Mike. “ 5
> . e [ricikscd b Well, sdmit-~
ted MUDGAL, To be hmsst with you, this S#attls mud of yours doesn't come up o Mich-
igzen standards in richness and viscosity -- too much reinwater in it, I guess -« 80 I
Juiced it up with a vay of mimeolik, Whoever that was never knew what hit him; every-
thing just went black. % ‘ : k :

The immadiaﬁe threat has been averted, hissed Toskey, who
had glided up to the hvddle of ien, But this shows that our adwersaries know we're
here. T suggest we find another end safer hiding plece. i :

o ‘ ; « "PBut where would we be
safe? wailed Mike.

14

Taere's only one pla§e,9.bnapped MUbGALs;nto the sudden silence
that followed Mige's g "shicna, You're all osming with me to ‘Berle ley, where Redd
cen protect you!l : + 53 ~

ok K ok K

It was, & typical fan-
nish afternoon at the park-
like. gardens of Redd's sump-
tuous domicile, set like an
unsuspected emerald in the .
urban clutter of Berkeley.
Little groups of elderfen
strolled the flagstome path-
ways between lush lawng dot-&
vod with clessical statues,
“he Lete afternoon sunbeems
glinting elike on the marble S B L R g P Rl AR ;
beaniéblgdea.of'the'soulpture'and the actual roteting props of the guests. While t
elderfen earnestly disoussed fandom's history, legends and prospects, other groups,
these compesad of younger fen, lolled on carved marvls benches under the arbors whil.
diaphanouslyfclgd; yoluptuouaAfbmmefqn feed %héh.grapee>p1uckdd~fram the vines over=
wad. (Except, in cme dorner of the gardsn, MUMGAL and a few other libereshed femmef:



had arrenged 0 have muscular, bronzed malefen feed grapes to THEM).
bl it : - "Your hospital-
ity is indeed sn exemple to all of fendom, Bill Austin told Redd Bogee.

i 1 e : : Den‘t be
cerny," husked Redd. "Alost all fandom is on your side: all the signs point that
way, he indioated, SR ¥ N : SR L

» But we can't run away from DeVore forever, .Bill said. . Inci-
dently, who is that dhubby fellow sitting over there? The one in b] aok. Samehow, hs
looks familiar." :

“Oh, just some fan, ‘said Redd’ alrily. e
P "§!ve seen ‘that fellow some-
where, d4nsisted Blll. Redd shrugged ,bitlng a Ping Bar., So many fans show up around

here ik's enough to make ane's head spin, he retpaerd diezily. 'But T'11 have MUD-
GsL ohick him out, in the interests of sesuri'hy, he said guardedly.
1nconspiouou81y to MODGAL, who presently stroll-
ed over to him and the two engaged in a brief
conversation. Redd ead his group then resumed
their peripatetic convorsebtion, while MUDGAL
approaohed the strange, derk fane.e

w % ok &

Eye of nevrl: and toe of FAP, :
Tinger of a newSAP,

ohented the SHMOOS, atirring the bubblind ceuld-
ron with an old mimec ;rnnk ke s handy for 'bhe : BZ
Purpose e -
: ‘Pire burn: anl oa.uldron oubbla:
Lazy SAFS gel mucho troublex

Gosh you, er, pecple ha."a i 111'6 an 8lab-
or uhaaritual to mark thP approrsh of the dead- -
line, ocommented Bee. spter Rey from his hearth-
side seat, the fliok "“1 = 4llumination of the
flames creating a truly ”a.ntasfic effect on his
garishly-multicolored countenances. Sl

1
b It's"tra-
@itional, one of the SHMOOS told him. Back
in the '70's when Doreen Webbert was OB,~she discovered that a judicious applicetion
of witcheraft did wonders to stir members out of their minac lethargy. Of course,
she DID have to turn a few of them into frog‘s as a warning and ewample f‘iret but th
rest of the members Juickly got the message. 5
, There used to be a Bay'ing f'ha'l: for the
zoboo of SAPS Os-ship one musth euffer, added the other SHIO(GS. "But we ‘figure it'
JeH-er that the VP's do the suffering. So we just gather up whetewer occult forces
ro handy end direct them where they'll do the most good, SAMbUndle-enhancementwiss

"1 hear one momber missed‘ a deadline last: qua‘rber and-now seems to be growing a
set of warty green tentecles, added the. other. T don*t know if there ie really ar
. connection with our spells, but we'll keep on with them just ta’ be on the safe side.

“Well, I hope they work better for SAPS then the ane you used on me, pouted lay
“14 was' bad snough being ooa+ed with mimaoink but: havlng yout spell turn it into ir
delible hsct "‘*m ts wWOoree yet.
. “Sorry about thet," replied the SHMO(B. "We haven':.
had to oxoy ~'1=x mimeoink for yeews, and I guess I just grabbed the wrcng grimers .



Jheer up -- i1f you scrub
thres times a day with
Leve Soap it shouldn't
teke more then six months.
or so.to get rid of. The
importent thing is to get
this pobicn brewed and
then for you o sge that
Howard drinks it.

"Gee, I feel like a
heel, ~doublecrossing ole
Oxheart this way: Tbub
then, T felt even more
1ike a heel when MULGA]I,
gat down with mo in Boggs'
zarden and explained how
ymfarnish it was for me
%o be hunting thoss Seeb-
tle were-creatures just tecaunse DeVore wented to make a profit for the NNFF . It
ws8 the figs’a tims in voers I.rvemembered the old, noble Michifen ideals I had when I
WeS & NECe

“Y‘gu cai take the fan out of Miohifendam, but you cen't take Michifendom
out of the fen, ohortl:Z the SHMOOS, ledling a few drops of the liguid from the ocaul-
dron onto a slabh of Zuese Shuttle abletion shielding, where it seethed and bubbled as
it quickiy ate a hols thru the meteriel. " 3

: Just about reedy, said the SHMOOS. Reach-
ing intoaa ciutteisd cupbcard he extracted a gleaming oylinder end showed it to Nel-
son, who gesped in swc.

: A*x euthentlic green-glass Meson Jjar with glass 1id and ire
holé.-downt%t he excleimed 'T didn't know any of these wove s%1ll in exisfénce!.
“Soarcer than hop's feeth re"arked the SHMOOSo b in fact, we used this one for
years to gtore the s pply of Tin's noeth we keep for incsntation purposes. - But the
welfare of fandom 1: mcrg important, end this is essent ial for what you have to do.
Now listen carefully.. et

W Rt TR TR

"It worked like a in arm," Rey told the group of fans gathered eround him in
Boggsd ‘garden. Just as tie SHMOOS predioted, when I showed DeVore that Mason jar of
liguid and teld him, B *Mu-‘ . 1'¢ zotiten it from friends in the Appalachian hills
hé never suspeoted "= LG De onything byt moonshine.'

* “Wnat was 1t7" gasped Rau’o,.

Nell, 8ince we couldn't find eny authentic moeonshine .-- those- damn Micheel

" Jackson commercisds have corrup‘bed the drinking habits of the whole nation -- we hs
%o use calvadcs instead. But if you've ever drunk that you iknow it's a pretbty close
szubatitube. And besides wha'bever the SHMOOS put into it, I topped it -off with g
hefty slug of the phlogiston I've been carrying around. 1n my shoulder flask . I gav
the rest of THAT to the SHMOOS.in exchenge for: their help, incidently -- they say
phlogiston is ealmost as hard to: find as hektoink. these days. And then T dropped in
theu 11%%1e: pebble you providéd, Redd. i

' ‘ - Something T 3c’, :u'oa a we.rtime buddy in
S‘Nﬁt!erlauu 'r'ocleled Boggs.: Tt was left.to him by his mother in Germany, he mutter
edy "who was & witch.

o

& At eny rate," continued o
mixbure T axpeoted y rate, inued Ray, " When Howard took e gulp of th-

him at least to go into convulsicns, but he just smiled happi 1y

] o
;"U Ugﬂuma end smoke curled out of his ears, and seid somethi ng about having not
] 4 .
. ted eush euthentis mountain dew since he left the farm. Tiexn he shuddered ail o
Z i

T owad Shartsd talking strangely.



“What did he Say?" asked Toskey.

"

: "Gogito, erg,o flabellum. (Thet meens, I think
. _therefore I fen, o .&n %edd parentheticelly). “Then he begen jabbering about
logical positivism smand ¢ atego*iual imperetives and.a lot of stuff 1ilce thets s
Aha’-
cried goskey. : Obviously that pebble Redd gave you wes a blt of the Fhilosopher's
S’bone 'u ”»
"Whatever it was, it ohanged his whole attitude," Nelson replied. ' He said
grufennish gamaradis wae more importemt than filthy lucre, sometimes at leas$, and
Jneoked 107 off the vrices of all the dupliceting equipment in hls stoock. And then

he said the NFFF cught to bs a fen organizetion inetead of a fur factory, end he
would set out to reform 1{:.' : ~

. "That should keep him busy for awhile ., said Austin.

“Yealt," Ray enswered . “Last I heerd he wes a‘ppoi.nting committees and departmént
hreads wight and left.” }
: 'But now that the menace to our})xistence 1s ended, what are
* we going to do? esked Toxl woy e There must be some way we could employ our uniquo
talonts for some useful purposo.« 4
Gentlemen, I believe your problem is solved,'
ohimed in MUDGAL, now baclc 1n her mormal 1dent1ty es Suzil Stefl. I have just ze-
osived this notice from the Pemce Corps, which is look4ng for’ volumnteers for a new
group they'ra preparing for vmrk in a foreign 1and.

2 “Where?' asked sewerel of thr
were-oreatures breathlessly. i > : gy
o ; 3 Vhere else? oried MUNGAL triumphantly -
CTRANSYL.VANTA L B : VFHL B8 OF W &
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*THE END*



